" Abelish Police A(lv1s0ry‘

Mayor Lamb says he is for re-

taining the Police Advisory Board
because it has brought about “bet-
ter understanding” in Rochester.
; Réally? It seems to us that it has
split the community, that it has
aggravated tensions instead of eas-
ing them. :

The mayor also accuses Republi-

~can Councilman William A. Legg
of “playing politics” in again at-
tempting to abolish the board.
- Who is really ‘politically moti-
| vated? Is it the elected councilman
* who, by abolishing the board, would
risk the wrath of the pressure
~groups that demanded it? Or is it
" the official who would appease such
demands by creating and continuing
- the board?

A spokesman for a, group favor-
ing the board told City Council:

“As we head into another long,
“hot summer, the need becomes
even more acute for an effective
legal way for a citizen to seek re-
_dress when he feels mistreated, and
it becomes equally important for a
policeman to be able to clear him-
self of an unwarranted accusation.”

~ There are many legal ways be-
_sides a review board for a citizen
“to seek redress when he feels mis-
_treated” by police. They are

qmcker And they are effective IF
city officials are w1111ng to enforce

ipohce discipline on their own with-
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out shucking off respon51b111ty on
an outside citizens’ group.

As for a policeman being “able
to clear himself of an unwarranted
accusation,” does the advisory
board properly provide that oppor-
tunity when it does not guarantee
a policeman the right to confront
his accuser? In a recent case, the
board even recommended disciplin-
ary action without requiring the
complainant to be present at its
hearing.

The police board should be abol-
ished. It has not accomplished its
original purpose. And it puts all
policemen under a constant cloud
of suspicion at a time when they
need maximum public support for
effective law enforcement.




