March L, 1963

To Mayor Gillette and the Rochester City Council:

The recent charges of improper conduet on the part of
certain police officers in the tre-tment of Negro citizens
and the mounting tension srising from these charges are of
grave concern to all members of the community. Events of
the past two weeks have provided evidence that inadequate
resolution of these charges could lead to potentially ugly
conflicts and could undermine public confidence in the city's
law enforcement agencies,

Due to prompt recognition of the deteriorating and
potentially dangerous situation by the County Manager and
the City Manager, significant steps have already been taken
toward relief of the situation in which these charges arose.,
We are particularly impressed by the rapidity with which Mr,
Homer initiated a series of intensive consultations among
diverse commnity groups in his effort to find a solution
that would reduce prevailing tensions and insure prompt and
fair treatment of all interested parties,

We are persuaded that Mr, Homer's proposal for the
immedi:-te establishment of a Citizen's Review Board repre-
sents such a solution, e welcome the City Council's resolu-
tion in suvport of this pronosal, We urge the City Couneil,
in keeping with the urgency expressed by the County Manager
ard the City Msnager, to establish this Review Board at the
next meeting, We further urge that the membership of the
Review Fosrd be chosen in such a manner that the conclusicns
of the Poard will command the respect of the entire community.

Wl A8k e M, Ky
i Z\/Cl”d‘ @Q\T@ s e C.,,V; o

f?yéi\ /;gzr 72/— /)C e
4 A yadl i

: 3 / , i
Voanl <.
\. dJ Yo/ (/ C; / St ’/L) /~L R e
LD y ;\ .‘| \

‘:,-Lf" LAk 3 L

-




y 74y bo SC o = /gu (§)
//4 ?ﬁiz@/ v //’/é’ el

/gw/{j/ /7 %// 7, 02/5{%;

(7-" / /(L =spb — z ‘ o (-’&r
/ AT e A D por e /




March L, 1963

To Mayor Gillette and the Rocheater City Council:

The recent charges of improper conduct on the part of
certain police officers in the treatment of Negro citizens
and the mounting tension arising from these charges are of
grave concern to all members of the commnity, Bvents of
the past two weeks have provided evidence that inadenuate
resolution of these charges could lead to votentially ugly
conflicts and could undermine public confidence in the city's
law enforcement agencies,

Due to prompt recognition of the deteriorating and
potentially dangerous situation by the County Manager and
the City Manager, significant steps have already been taken
towsrd relief of the situation in which these charges arose,
We are particularly impressed by the rapidity with which Mr,
Homer initiated a series of intensive consultations among
diverse community groups in his effort to find a solution
that would reduce prevailing tensions and insure prompt and
fair treatment of all interested parties,

We are persuaded that Mr, Homer's proposal for the
immediate establishment of a Citizen's Review Board represents
sueh a solution, We welcome the City Council's resolution in
suprort of this proposal. We urge the City Council, in keeping
with the urgency expressed by the County Manager and the City
Manager, to establish this Review Board at the next meeting,
further urge that the membership of the Review Board be chosen
in such a manner that the conclusions of the Board will command
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March 4, 1963

To Mayor Gillette and the Rochester City Councils

The recent charges of improper conduct on the part of
certain police officers in the treatment of Negro citizens and
the mounting tension arising from these charges are of grave
concern to all members of the community. Events of the past
two weeks have provided evidence that inadequate resolution of
these charges could lead to potentially ugly conflicts and could
undermine public confidence in the city's law enforcement agencies.

Due to prompt recognition of the deteriorating and pot-
entially dangerous situation by the County Manager and the City
Manager, significant steps have already been taken toward relief
of the situation in which these charges arose. We are particularly
impressed by the rapidity with which Mr. Homer initiated a series
of intensive consultation among diverse community groups in his ef-
fort to find a solution that would reduce prevailing tensions and
insure prompt and fair treatment of all interested parties.

We are persuaded that Mr. Homer's proposal for the im-
mediate establishment of a Citizen's Review Board represents
such a solution. We welcome the City Council's resolution in
support of this proposal. We urge the City Council, in keeping
with the urgency expressed by the County Manager and the City
Manager, to establish this Review Board at the next meeting. We
further urge that the membership of the review board be chosen
in such a manner that the conclusions of the Board will commend
the respect of the entire community.
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CHARTERED By CONGRESS MONROE COUNTY COUNCIL Pounbep 1899
1 h “T for him who h:
fn goocstin o en shobne . \ETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS s it e
on land, sea, and in the air. OF THE UNITED STATES upon ?
WAR MEMORIAL
100 EXCHANGE STREET

ROCHESTER 14, NEW YORK
LOcust 2-7747

EgEel
ALFRED W, WAY GEORGE R. THRASH Nick PRONIO
Quartermaster Commander Executive Secretary

5 March 1963

To: City Council of Rochester
City Hall
Rochester 14, N.Y.

Inasmuch as the Rochester Police Force
has a very important job to do for the city. Also
that thet are sometimes hindered in the efficient
performance of their various duties either know-
ingly or unknowingly by the citizens and officials
of this community:; they have in the past done a
very commendable job to make this community a
better place to live, educate and bring up our
families and a city that we may be justly proud.

Therefore, be it resolved that Monroe
County Council, V.F.N. go on record as commend-
ing the Rochester Police Force for the fine
work they have done in the past and we are con-
fident that they will continue to show the same
diligence in the performance of their duties in
the future,

This resolution was unanimously adopted at the
regular meeting held by the Monroe County
Council, V.F.W. on Tuesday evening March 5th
1963 held in the V.F.W. meeting Hall in the
Community War Memorial.

Sincerely,
¢ o

George R. Thrash, Commander
Monroe ‘€ounty Council, V.F.W.



194 Clovercrest Drive
Rochester 18, New York
March 6, 1963

Mayor Henry Gillette:
Rochester City Hall
Rochester, New York

Dear Mayor Gillettes

Here, for your consideration, is
a statement signed by 99 interested citizens of

Monroe County.
Sincerely,
7o« 72
/ LL’F/(/»\ Z W

RNR:md Richard N, Rosett
Enclosure



Rochester Hivemew's Bewetwlent Association

Rochester, Nefo Pork

March 6,1963.

Members of the City Council
ZWilmer Patlow,City Clerk.
City Hall

Rochester,14, New York,

Gentlemen3

The Board of Trustees of the Rochester
Firefighters' Benevolent Association,representing a member-
ship of eight hundred and fourty in the City of Rochester N.Y.,
voted at the regular monthly meeting held at Fire H ead-
quarters on Tuesday March 5th '63 to go on public record
against a Citizens Review Board in any form.

; The Board expressed complete confl-
dence in the manner in which our public officials,both
elected and appointed have preformed thelr duties in
accordance with Civil Service Laws.

Motives of influences supporting such
a Review Board are questionable in as much as all citizens
have many recourses prescribed under the law,

Sincerely,

Rl

Raymond J. rtin
Recording Secretary.



DANIEL ]J. MURPHY

President

JOHN N. HRYNIW
Secretary

JAMES CAVALLARO

Treasurer

To

The Locust Club Fnc.
Policeman’s Organization ‘
| 111 SPRING STREET
'ROCHESTER 8, NEW YORK
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Affiliated with
STATE POLICE CONFERENCE

and

CENTRAL POLICE CONFERENCE
LOCUST 2-4008

March 11, 1963

J
City Councilman, City of Rochester

City Hall

Rochester 14, New York

Dear Sir:

On behalf of the policemen of the City of Rochesfer,'

we respectfully urge you to vote against any ordinance which
would create a Citizens Advisory Committee over police conduct

by whatever name it might be called.

We feel that- you should

vote against this proposed committee for the following reasons:

1. The present machinery for the review of police conduct is
" adequate and has been sufficient throughout the years.

2., "It would be eminently unfair for a committee composed of

laymen,
police work

not

acquainted with the professional aspects of
or the actual problems of policemen in the

performance of their duties, to pass upon the propriety
or inpropriety of police action.

It is difficult for us to understand, as policemen, why our
group as civic employees should be singled out for special
attention when such committees do not exist for any other
group of city or county employees.

3. Within the past several years a large number of police
officers have been assaulted while in the performance of
their duties and yet the pclice officers were willing to
find redress within the present framework of the civil
and criminal laws which were available to them.
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4. It is the unanimous feeling of the police officers of the
City of Rochester that the morale of the Police Department
would be greatly lowered by the creation of such a com-
mittee and we believe you will agree that the morale and
efficiency of a police department go:. hand in hand,

5. That the creation of such a committee would undermine the
confidence of the general public in the efficiency and
integrity of the Police Department.

To those of you who are lawyers, we believe that the
creation of such a :committee is contrary to all fundamental
concepts of equal rights under the law because it would
single out the Police Department for special treatment and,
by singling them out, cast aspersions on the integrity and
efficiency of the Police Department.

6. The argument has been made :hat the committee is for the
equal benefit of the publi. and the police. On behalf of
the Police Department may v st: te that we are mnot asking
for any additional help or ,rotcction of our rights other
than those that we have at .‘he present time which we- feel
are adequate for ourselves and all other citizens in the
community.

Thousands of citizens have shown their support of our
position by the signing of petitions which are opposed to the
creation of this committee. These petitions will be submitted
to the Council at the appropriate time. I am sure that the
numbers of those requesting this committee are only a very small.
percentage of those citizens of our community who are opposed to
it and we sincerely feel that you, as a City Councilman, should
pay heed to the wishes of the majority.

The fundamental issues involved in this matter trans-
cend any political affiliations or interests and, if the argu-
ments for and against the creation of such a committee are
weighed carefully, I am sure that your sense of justice and fair
play and what is best for our city will impel you to vote against
the creation of the socalled Police Advisory Committee.

Very truly yours,

Gl flof

Daniel J. Murphy, Pre31
Tane Locust Club Inc.



